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Preface


The Board has introduced absolute grading on a 9 point scale in the academic year 2007 for Class 9 for the purpose of evaluation of the performance of the students. Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) was implemented covering both the scholastic and non-scholastic aspects to ensure that the learners performance are assessed continuously throughout the year. The concept of internal assessment is given due importance and weightage of marks are assigned in all the subjects which are to be tested through projects, assignments and practical as a part of summative and formative tests.


The Board will use 'Relative Grading' for preparing the results of HSLC Examination with effect from the year 2009. A note on Relative Grading is given in this booklet for information of all concerned. This scheme on Relative Grading has been developed after analysing the performance of examinees at the last 3 (three) HSLC Examinations.
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(Mrs. Nini Meru)


Chairman

Evaluation is an important tool for determining the level of progress that a student has made towards the standard set by the teachers, school and other external agencies such as boards.

 In the process of evaluation when it is reported in marks only, without the mention of grades, performance is only measured whereas grades are used for qualitative assessment in the level of progress/achievement made by the students. 

The need for relative grading in declaring the examination results is felt because of the realization that the accuracy in raw marks for measuring the ability is lesser and chances of misusing it to measure the abilities is more. 


As of now Central Board of School Education, New Delhi, Haryana Board of School Education and Kerala Board of Public Examinations, have adopted grading system for declaring their results.

Historical Perspective

*
NPE (1986) and the Program of Action (1992) reiterated the 
need of using grades in place of marks while declaring the 
result. 

*
NCERT’s National Conference of Grading (1987) recommends the use of nine-point scale grading.
*
The  9th  Conference of Chairmen and Secretaries of Boards 

of  School   Education   organized  by   the   NCERT (1990) 

supported the use of ‘Grades’ in examinations.

*
COBSE's Conference in 1998 at Mysore also endorsed the 

use on nine-point scale for grading.
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Grading:

    *
Grading means a method of measuring students’ achievement using a grading symbol instead of raw marks.

    *
Students are classified into few ability groups or categories

          according to their level of achievement in an examination.

    *
The achievement is defined in the form of letter grades.

    *
Each letter denotes a certain level of performance or
achievement.

    *   It  is  a “certification  of  competence”  reflecting a student’s

          performance in a course.


Grades are preferred to marks as it is felt that marks awarded to a student in any subject is subjected to different kinds of errors in evaluation. 


The coverage of content in the question paper, the type of questions set, their difficulty value, inter-examiner variability in the standard of marking are some of the factors that affect the reliability of marks.     


Hence, it is felt that a student who scores 65 marks out of 100, may be anywhere in a wide range of 60 to 70 (depending on the error of measurement). 


It is, therefore, not justified to treat an examinee’s score as a very precise measurement that has accurately distinguished between two students who are scoring 65 marks and 66 marks (or even 67 or 68 marks).


To lessen this disparity, the students are divided in a few broad categories (i) on the basis of their marks and (ii) on the performance of the whole group.        
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Absolute Grading at Class 9 Examination:


The Board has adopted absolute grading on a nine-point scale to assess the performance of class 9 students.


In this system, the classification of grades is pre-determined and the entire range of 0 to 100 marks is divided into equal range of marks such as 0 – 19, 20 – 29, 30 – 39 and so on. In absolute grading, the grade that a student gets signifies his/her own achievement. It does not depend on the distribution of marks of all the examinees (i.e. the performance of the whole group).

Relative Grading at HSLC Examination:


The NBSE has adopted relative grading on a nine-point scale, as per the decision and recommendation of COBSE (Council of Boards of School Education in India), to assess the performance of the examinees of the HSLC Examination.  


The raw marks with the grades will be shown in the mark sheet of the examinees. The Board will continue to prepare the merit list basing on the raw (actual) marks for the purpose of seat quota, scholarship, awards, etc till such time it is felt necessary. However, no division will be given.


It needs to be specially mentioned that the determination of the boundary scores which will cover range of marks will be done after the examination scores are available and not arbitrarily in advance of the examination. The grade that will be awarded to an examinee (student) will depend on how the group (all examinees) has performed in that particular subject.
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*
the grades are based on the distribution of marks of 
examinees.

*
the range of mark of each grade will vary from subject to subject.

*
the range of marks is not equal for all the grades.


After analyzing the distribution of marks in different subjects for the past 3 (three) HSLC examinations, it has been decided that relative grading shall be adopted basing on the following criteria for the examinees who secured 40% or more marks.


The examinees who have scored the qualifying grade i.e. C2 and above shall be awarded grades in the following percentage: 


         % of  examinees


Grade
*
top     1% shall be awarded

  A+

*
next   5% shall be awarded

  A1

*
next 12% shall be awarded

  A2
*
next 16% shall be awarded

  B1

qualified 

*
next 23% shall be awarded

  B2                       grades

*
next 23% shall be awarded

  C1
*
next 20% shall be awarded                     C2

    _ _________________________________________
     Total   100 %

 Note:
These percentages were arrived at basing on the performances of the examinees of the last 3(three) HSLC Examinations. It is NOT fixed but is subject to change basing on the performance of the examinees in that particular examination.
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The examinees who get D and E grades that is below 40 will be placed in ‘needs improvement’.

     Grade


Mark range

        D

   
    39 – 20

        E

  
    19 –   0


The Board has adopted the following scheme for Relative Grading:

	Grade
	%  of  examinees
	Terms of performance

	         A+
	Top 1%
	Truly Outstanding

	         A1
	Next 5%
	Outstanding

	         A2
	Next 12%
	Excellent

	         B1

	Next 16%
	Very Good

	         B2
	Next 23%
	Good

	         C1
	Next 23%
	Above Average

	         C2

	Next 20%
	Average

	D


E

	Needs improvement


The cut off percentage has been worked out from the total number of examinees who qualified at the examination and shall be subject to revision as and when necessary.


The cut off marks for these grades will vary from subject to subject (including sixth subjects and MILs) and also from year to year. 



A+ is awarded to the top 1% examinees. 


In every subject, the top 1% will get grade A+ irrespective of the range in which his actual score lies.


For example, in Mathematics, the range of Grade A+ is 93 to 100 but in English, the range of Grade A+ is 75 to 100.
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An example (Please NOTE, it is an example and the distribution of marks in the ranges will change according to the performance of the examinees in that particular subject) of showing the cut off marks for distribution of raw marks on relative grading is shown below:

	Subject
	 A+ –1%
	A1–5%
	A2-12%
	B1–16%
	B2–3%
	C1– 23%
	C2– 20%

	English
	100   75
	74    66
	65     57
	56     51
	50     46
	45     42
	41     40

	Maths
	100   93
	92    81
	80     64
	63     54
	53     46
	45     41
	40     40

	Science
	100   88
	87    74
	73     60
	59     51
	50     44
	43     41
	40     40

	SS
	100   80
	79    69
	66     58
	57     51
	50     45
	44     41
	40     40

	AEN
	100   75
	74    67
	66     60
	59     53
	52     47
	46     42
	41     40



(Repeat: In relative grading, the grades of the examinees (students) are determined from the group of examinees (students) who secure qualifying marks i.e. 40%.)
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